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                                  PRESIDENTS REPORT 2010

Well, what a year it has been for this great club, with premierships in Senior Football, A Grade Netball and Under 17’s Netball. It is especially gratifying to win a Senior football flag after 21 years on the outer.

It’s been even more gratifying considering where we were last year, having not won a game after 8 Rounds and only winning 5 for the season in total. The turnaround came because a few people decided to inject a little more enthusiasm into the club and the addition of some very good people to the Committee. We needed to raise a lot more money than we had been used to; we had to raise more through sponsorship and more through trading in the clubrooms. I’m very happy to say that on both counts, the income increase over previous years is fantastic.

But, be warned, country football will never be the same as it was; get used to player payments and overheads in general increasing to new heights. Our turnover this year is up approximately 55% and I would expect that figure to be higher next season. So, where does this money come from? We can’t raise it by waiting for it to fall in our laps, we have to be proactive and think of new ways to raise the cash

COACHING
I was asked during an interview how I could sum up MARC QUARRELL, and I replied by saying that the word character must have been invented with this man in mind because this man exudes loads of it; he’s old school when it comes to basic things like honesty, responsibility and personal values, and he is a major reason for the success of our football team this year.
His ability to look people in the eye when delivering tough news, whilst maintaining a very understanding presence when dealing with softer issues is fabulous, and if I was a parent of a son under his tutelage, I would be very pleased.
SO YES, Marc is a major reason for our onfield success and he has been ably supported by some terrific people including Russell Gibson, Dean Walton, Grant Searle and Mark Davies; all play very important roles in selection and game day coaching. Also, Ian Gibb, Janette Gribben and Tim O’Connor in providing stats every game, come rain, hail or shine.
I should add one other name to thank and that is my old mate, PETER CHISNALL, who inspired our boys midyear and then again at the pointy end of the season, thanks mate.
At this stage, I want to thank some people, who this year have added a new dimension to the professionalism of our football club; I speak of our two Assistant Coaches in Shaun Huy and Sam Dawes. This season they have lifted the boys to another level, leading the way in fitness and weight training, something that is now instilled in our players. And, haven’t these boys led by example, Shaun going on to win our Best and Fairest.
                                                                                                                     
 FOOTBALL MANAGER

One of the best things we did this year was to appoint immediate Past President, Jason Kelly to the role of Football Manager, overseeing everything football, including team management and recruiting, and what a job he has done. Ably supported by Leigh Hanning and Xavier Trevaskis as Team Managers, we really appreciated your efforts this year.
FOOTBALLERS

Our Football team has had major representation from home grown boys including Shannon and Tom Campbell, Lewis O’Sullivan, Joey  Perkovic, Sam Muggleton, Dwain Vidler, Ryan Normington, Clinton Edwards, Peter Ralph, Stephen  Scott, Tom Roberts and Matt Rendina; add to that mix the quality of our captain Tyson Sidebottom, his brother Ryan, Michael Looby, and won’t it be great to have his brother Tim with us in 2011, Ryan Butler, and then add the champion recruits of this season including Shaun Huy, Jason Eagle, Nathan Gemmill, Matt Pianto, Steve McIntyre and Matt Davies.

Peter Ralph was so unlucky to have suffered the injury that he did and all of our hearts went out to you Ralphy after enjoying one of your best seasons ever.

 Thanks must also go to those players who were good enough to be selected in this team  throughout this year, bear in mind that this was the best team in the competition in 2010, and those players are Aaron Brain, Jordan Trevaskis, Daniel Briffa, Ash Round, Liam Shaw and Matt Friedlieb. Stick with it boys, your times are coming.

RESERVES FOOTBALL

We didn’t enjoy the best of seasons did we, of course we had many fine players over the season however, it came down to not being able to produce a team effort at the right time. Thanks must go to coach Peter Ralph for his dedication and to the players who I think may just have better things in store for next season.

As Ralphy is not coaching next season, we are in the process of talking to someone and if this comes off, we will all be very pleased. WATCH THIS SPACE
THIRDS FOOTBALL

This season saw club legend Gary Kitto come back to the club in the form of Third 18 Coach, a move that many saw as the rebirthing of our Thirds.

The year started quite slowly but the boys adapted to the style of playing that the coach was looking for and ultimately became a force to be reckoned with. 

No doubt, with the help of the CONNOLLY JUNIOR FOUNDATION, the future of Thirds footy at this club will be assured.

Garry was ably assisted this year by Team Manager Rod Hall, Garry Osborn and Maurie Kelly.

NETBALL

Thanks must go to a lot of people, let’s start with the coaches who have generally master- minded the successes of their teams this year.

Cate Eddy has done such a wonderful job with the Under 17’s and full credit must go to you; your Premiership was much deserved.  Nat Ralph has been wonderful with B Reserve as has Jac Hudgson with B Grade, well done to you both. 

Then, of course, there’s Rachael Withycombe leading the A Grade girls to a fabulous, hard fought Premiership win.

There are others who played important roles in netball this season, none less than Bec Monk who liaised between netball and committee and it’s just terrific to have her enthusiasm around the club. Andrew Beks and Gina Sozzi have been fantastic support to Cate and Cheryl Hudgson is always there supporting all of the girls.
TRAINERS

Frank Scott and Geoff Paris, along with their dedicated team have once again been truly fabulous in their help, preparation and overall support to the Football/Netball Club. Without your dedicated efforts we wouldn’t be where we are this season. A big thank you.
COMMITTEE

A huge vote of thanks goes to Andrea Normington for her tireless contribution as Secretary for what in this electronic era, is an enormous task. Andrea, I thank you on behalf of the club, and believe me, your contribution has been unreal.

George Moore has been fantastic as Vice President; his behind the scenes efforts are legendary.

Craig Blizzard does more for United than many people would realize, one such example this year was the 60th REUNION AND LEGENDS LUNCH. This was the entire brainchild of Skin; he conceived it, put it together and made it happen. WHAT A GREAT EFFORT.
Gavin Hall might be diminutive, and his bark is definitely worse than his bite, however he is very good at being Treasurer and I thank him for that. John Hueston has assisted Gav and has done a great job. Ross Robins has been available for anything and everything and is responsible for making the new ramp possible; hopefully it will happen before next season.

Thanks to Rosalie Smith who this year put together our newsletters and what a fine job she did of it.

Jason Kelly’s efforts this year have been focussed on the Football Department and Ian Gibb apart from game day stats has been alongside Andrea as our League delegate, and Leigh Hanning does so much that people do not see, like being Team Manager for the Reserves, making sure everything is ready for home games, maintenance of outside amenities, doors open, playing sheets ready, the list goes on. Peter Hudgson is always ready to take on whatever needs doing, being a Past President he has a good grip on what needs doing, thank you all for your contributions.
HUSBAND AND WIFE TEAMS
We do have a few of these that contribute so much to this club. George and Alison Moore are always in the midst of all that is important around the club and what they do is above and beyond the call of duty; Alison can almost call the kitchen 2nd home. 

And that also goes for the Guilmartins; John and Robyn give so much of their time and their input is greatly appreciated.

I’ve already mentioned Andrea; however Ross should also call the club home for all the time he spends there. Once again, we rely on Ross to run the bar and keep stocks up, and he does a fantastic job and I’m pleased to say will do it again in 2010.

Ali and Debbie Yze are just about the most reliable people around. Ali marks the ground, Goal Umpires the Thirds and does any job, any time, whilst Debbie can always be found in the kitchen.
LADIES

This part of our club is ably led by Alison Moore and just as ably backed up by Robyn Guilmartin. There are also quite a team of women prepared to get in there, whenever required, to prepare for the canteen and functions. I am going to include my wife Kaye who has been a tremendous support all year not only at the club but supporting me also. There are many of these ladies whom I am not going to name for fear of missing someone, however, you all know who you are and we are all so pleased that you make yourselves available.

GAME DAY ASSISTANCE
We are always looking for people to help and this year there has been some great contributions. Glen Norman has put together some past players to help out at the Grand Final and other Home games, the Barrel Boys, with Paul Lott out front, have made a very valuable contribution once again. I hope all of you good people realize how much your help is appreciated.

SPONSORS

We all know that we cannot function without the support of these wonderful people.

AS EVERYONE IS AWARE, OUR MAJOR SPONSOR IS WOW AND WE ARE SO PLEASED TO HAVE THEM SUPPORT US, THANK YOU.

Our KEY CORPORATE SPONSORS ARE:
      ABI BUILDING INSPECTIONS
      NORMCO BUILDERS

      VIATEC

      SHEPP RSL

      SHEPPARTON PRIVATE HOSPITAL

      LAUBMAN AND PANK

      SHEPPARTON CREATIVE CONCRETE & LANDSCAPING

      BRETT COLLINS REFRIGERATION

We thank all of these wonderful businesses for their vital support and can genuinely say that your contributions have helped us win THREE PREMIERSHIPS this season. THANKYOU

FENCE SIGN SPONSORS & PLATINUM MEMBERS
Once again we have been ably supported by our valuable fence sign sponsors and we want you to know that you are appreciated so much for all of your contributions. THANK YOU.

LIFE MEMBER
It was the Clubs pleasure this year to bestow LIFE MEMBERSHIP on one person by the name of GARRY OSBORN.

All will agree that this is a very well deserved honour for OSSIE as he does so much around the club; from putting Vote Counts and Presentation Nights together, helping with the Thirds and doing much more than walk around with a camera at the ready. Oss, you are a legend and very much appreciated by us all.

BEST AND FAIREST WINNERS

In team sports, we are all dependant on one another, however having said that, it’s been traditional since forever that Best and Fairest awards have been handed out. I am only too happy to congratulate individual winners, but let us also acknowledge the team mates that helped all winners secure their title. Congratulations go to the following winners:
Senior Football       Winner             SHAUN HUY

                                Runner Up        TYSON SIDEBOTTOM

Reserves Football   Winner             PHILLIP HAIGH            

                                Runner Up        JASON IBBOTSON

Thirds Football       Winner            MATT DI BELLA



        Runner Up        MATT WAIGHT

A Grade Netball      Winner            KEISHA GUILMARTIN

                                 Runner Up        KALI GUILMARTIN

B Grade Netball      Winner            KARA BLIZZARD

                                 Runner Up       TALIA PALMER

B Reserve                Winner             EMILY DI BELLA

                                 Runner Up       JACQUI ROBINSON / TILLY SCHUBERT

Under 17              Winner                MONIQUE PEDRETTI

                                 Runner Up       TAYLA BEKS

When we embarked on Season 2010, we were hopeful that we might be in the running to win a Premiership, however in our wildest dreams, after finishing second last in 2009, who but us true believers thought it would be possible to win a flag this year. But, here we are, we’ve done it.

After the first two practice games, it became patently aware to some of us, that this was going to be a seriously good football team.

Let me say that, having won this year, we are GOING TO MOVE HELL AND HIGH WATER TO SEE US GO BACK TO BACK. All I can say is get on board and come for the ride.

IT’S A GRAND OLD FLAG
Best wishes

Ray Dobson

