Junior Pan Pacific Swimming Championships Recap

January 8-12, 2009, Leo Palace Resort, Guam.

Guam Swimming and Japan Swimming Federations played host to the 2009 Junior Pan Pacific Swimming Championships, at the Leo Palace Resort in Yona, Guam.

14 Federations participated, totaling 189 swimmers, creating the largest international swim meet ever on Guam.   Team USA edged out Team Australia by a mere 16 points, to grab first place in the pool.  Japan took second, Canada third, New Zealand fifth and host Team Guam took 6th place, scoring points in the pool for the first time. 
Leading the way was USA’s Dagny Knutson.  Claiming the high point award with 988 points, she posted a 2:10.79 in the 200m I.M., a time that would have placed 6th at the Bejing Olympics!  Fast times were abound for the USA women as their 7:58.26 in the 4x200 Free relay would have garnered gold at the 1996 Olympics.

For the men it was Daniel Bell of New Zealand, scoring big for a “non-charter” nation claiming the overall high point award for the men.  Bell broke open a huge lead for teammates in an exciting 400medley relay, splitting a blazing 51.66 as New Zealand won the final pool event of the competition.

Fans and cheering supporters were treated to a spectator friendly ocean swim, where the home stretch of the 2500m loop was less than 25m off shore.  Wind and ocean swell increased considerably in the Tumon Bay wildlife preserve, resulting in extremely close finishes for both the men and women.  USA’s Ryan Feeley broke free from the pack and powered home to touch first ahead of Australia’s Rhys Mainstone and Japan’s Kohei Yamada.  Even closer was the women’s race.  Australians Belinda Bennet and Danielle DeFrancisco took first and second, while Japan’s Hiromi Okazawa snatched third place a mere half second ahead of USA’s Eva  Fabian in perhaps the closest open water finish.  All women finished within 4 seconds of each other.

More Results and photos see: www.guamswimming.org and www.j-panpac2009.org.  


