Traralgon’s premiership hopes took another dive at Maffra when the Eagles won in convincing fashion by 52 points.
The Maroons still hold onto second spot due to Leongatha upsetting Drouin while Wonthaggi Power beat Sale and Moe made it four in a row with a win over Warragul.

It was the Maroons second successive loss having lost to Leongatha in their previous encounter by 24 points.

The Maroons were missing key players in Steve Hazelman, David Hawking, Paolo Calabrese, Michael Geary and Kane Grinstead-Jones while Rohan Hore is still on the sidelines with a broken jaw. 

Maffra were not at full strength either with players of the calibre of Glenn Semmens, Brendan Rathnow and Nick Horsford still available for selection

Traralgon got away to a promising start in a scrappy opening where both sides were making numerous handling errors.
Jamie Aitken, in his 150th game, was instrumental in Traralgon’s first three goals. Two kicked by brother Tim and Jackson Hall.

There were a few heavy physical clashes both on and off the ball and Jake Mowat was one of the latter when he was assisted off the field bleeding heavily from the nose. He returned to the field later in the second term

At the quarter time break players were milling around Maffra ruckman Brent Connolly before breaking up to go to their respective huddles. 
After Traralgon’s initial burst they did not score another goal until four minutes into the third term.

Maffra’s smaller men were starting to take control and Ben Coleman, David Adams and Daniel Stubbe were winning at half forward.

Down 30 points at the main break Traralgon made a serious assault on the deficit with Dan Mc Kenna kicking two quick goals and Sam Dunbar the other to reduce the margin to 11 points.

Traralgon kept attacking but three minor scores could have easily been goals. The Maroons had won the quarter but saw their good work undone when Sam Bedggood goaled after the siren.

Maffra kicked two quick goals to start the final term and added four more to run out easy winners.

Just three goals of the 21 scored were kicked to the town end and the wind could not be blamed as there was none. Almost all shots missed to the left hand side of the goals.

Traralgon were best served by Jamie Aitken who almost played a lone hand. Tim Aitken kicked 2.5 for the afternoon and was well held by Sam Bristow. This was a great matchup with two of the strongest players in the League.  

At one stage in the third term Aitken grabbed Bristow in a tackle but was brushed aside with consummate ease.  When Bristow had the ball it was not a wise option to stand in his way.
At the other end of the ground Tim Darby and Adrian Burgiel had a great duel with Burgiel having too much pace for Darby.

The difference between the forwards was Traralgon did not have anyone else to kick goals while Maffra’s options were many. They had eight goalkickers with Daniel Stubbe kicking six.

When the ball came to Aitken Traralgon’s crumbers were nowhere in sight. Maffra did have them and their 14th goal came as a result of Adrian Burgiel not able to mark cleverly tapped the ball down to Daniel Stubbe to goal.

Sam Mc Culloch and Ryan Potter were also good for the Maroons and Nic Quenault was very good early.

Maffra’s Kelvin Porter was best on ground while Matt Johnston, Gary Jones, Daniel O’Brien, Kallan Killoran and Ben Durrant gave great support.

Johnston in particular was excellent and the former Mornington player has returned to the club after a 10 year absence.

From what happened Saturday whoever beats Maffra will win the premiership. Traralgon after looking the goods early in the season have a lot of work ahead of them.

They are hit hard by injuries at the moment but have deep reserves it is now a matter of whether they are goo enough to take the next step.

Moe moved into the five by taking full advantage of playing bottom placed Warragul to thrash them by 115 points and lift their percentage by a healthy 19.5 percent to 115.58.

After an even first term Moe kicked five goals in the second to lead by 34 points at half time.

Coach Troy Makepeace told his troops at half time that two quarters of football was not good enough and they responded with an 11 goal barrage. He said the players were magnificent with everyone lifting.  
Makepeace was full of praise for his defenders and said the back six were solid all day. The only casualty was Richard Horton who sustained a broken finger.

Rob Mc Mahon kicked six for the Lions and was one of the better players and Allan Chandler continues to play well.

Other good players for the Lions were Makepeace, Ash Savige, Daniel Risol and Phil Town.

For the young Warragul side Ryan Davey, Matt Gray and Nick Edney trued hard all day.

Leongatha proved they are genuine finals contenders by outlasting Drouin by seven points.

After upsetting Traralgon and running Maffra close for three quarters they withstood a typical Drouin last quarter.

Drouin’s inability to score a goal in the third term while the Parrots kicked 1.2 to 0.6 proved to be their downfall.

Captain of the Leongatha under 18 team, Nick Nagel, kicked four goals and Sam Sperling and Dwayne Holt kicked three each.

Best players for the Parrots were Clint Johnston, Col Sanbrook and Paul Le Page while Pat Mc Grath, Daniel Barrand and David Olsen were named best for the Hawks.

Wonthaggi Power playing at home scored their second win of the season by defeating Sale by five points. 

It rained most of the day at Wonthaggi and the rain was so heavy in the second term that the visibility from one wing to the other was so poor players could not be distinguished.

The Power led for most of the day and when Brenton Martin kicked his fourth goal the Magpies led by a point with seven minutes left to play.

Their lead was short lived when the Power were awarded a free kick to give them back the lead.

Best players for the Power were Tim Gilliland, Nathan Jones and Josh Olden while Toby Leeds, Corey Scholtes and Jamie Sweeney were best for Sale.

Morwell had the bye.
