Morwell tightened the grip on third spot on the Gippsland ladder with a 48 point win over a disappointing Leongatha and are now two games clear of Moe.
The Parrots were quick to post the first goal but goals to Joel Soutar, Dean Mc Donald, Nathan Scurrah and Mannon Johnston saw the Tigers lead by 21 points at the first change.
Morwell continued to build the lead with another goal to Mc Donald while the Parrots kicked seven consecutive points before Tom Marriott broke the drought.

Dwayne Holt followed up quickly with his first of four and Leongatha looked likely to be competitive.
After Adam Bailey kicked Morwell’s sixth, Holt goaled on the siren to make it 14 points at the long break.

Leongatha were getting smashed in the clearances and Nathan Scurrah was playing a bottler giving Justin Sutherland a complete bath. Morwell coach Adrian Cox said Scurrah was determined to beat the talented Sutherland 

Cox said he was pleased the way his team played. “We put in four quarters of football and it showed.”

The Parrots body language was suggesting they did not want to be on the ground and this was evident after Jarryd Morehouse kicked their fifth goal as there was not the usual excitement after a goal score.

The desperation and teamwork that highlighted their win over Traralgon was missing in this match.

Morwell continued to attack the goals and Mc Donald kicked three of his five goals in the final term including a banana goal from the boundary.

When Jake Roe-Duggan sharked the kickoff from Leongatha he could only manage a point but it was the 100th for the match in the 100th game between the two sides. 
The Sale umpires need a pat on the back for their performance as they kept the free kicks to a minimum and allowed players plenty of opportunity to get the ball out of the packs. 

While Scurrah was best on ground Jim Dowling was a terrier along with Liam Visser and Adam Bailey. Robert Michaelides was great all day and his first quarter was excellent.
Joel Soutar, Jake Roe-Duggan and Mannon Johnston were dangerous and the Tigers would love to have Mc Donald for this week’s big clash against Traralgon.

Jason Casey was Leongatha’s most consistent player all day and Tom Dowd got better as the game progressed. Tim Marriott was missed when he went off injured mid way and Dwayne Holt made the most of his limited chances. Jason Stevens did a good job on him.

Paul le Page was solid as a rock at full back and kept Lachlan Dowling to one goal. The rest just did not want to be there and it showed. The Parrots are still in the running for fifth spot but need to be more consistent for the rest of the season.

Moe were jumped at the start of their match when Maffra slammed on 6.7 in the first term to nothing.

After the initial onslaught the Lions picked themselves up and matched it with the Eagles for the rest of the game but the damage had been done.

Troy Makepeace said his team was pumped up and ready to go but could not explain what happened.

He said he stressed before the game that it was important to get a good start and obviously Maffra had the same thing in mind and it clicked for them.
Maffra’s had most of the play in the first term and Moe could only get the ball in their 50 metre zone only three times but never past centre half forward.

Daniel Stubbe was one player who did not realise the ball was wet and slippery and he marked strongly and kicked two of Maffra’s six goals.
James Blaser and Luke Thompson got Moe’s first two goals but Adrian Burgiel steadied for Maffra with two from his own boot to extend the lead to 46 points.

Rhys Jacobs put Moe’s third on the board and a goal after the siren by Jacob Wood narrowed the gap to 24 points.

Wood, Makepeace and Blaser were responsible for getting Moe back into the game but Hayden Burgiel was good across half back for the Eagles. 

It was a hard slog for both sides in the heavy conditions and the Lions could not peg back the deficit.

When Makepeace goaled at the eight minute mark of the third term it was the last goal the Lions scored for the day while Maffra added four more.

Maffra had nine individual goalkickers with Adrian Burgiel kicking 3.4 and Daniel Stubbe two.

Peter Ainsworth was Moe’s best player along with Ashley Payne, Adam Kennedy and Ben Kerrigan while Maffra’s best were Hayden Burgiel, Ben Coleman, Dan O’Brien and Gary Jones.

Moe face an important game against Drouin this Sunday and they will need to play with more passion to win it. 

Wonthaggi Power gave Traralgon a scare going down by 30 points, It was Traralgon’s seven goal second quarter that gave them the edge.

Best for Traralgon were Danny Campbell, Nathan Freitag and Tim Johnston and Tim Aitken kicked three goals.

Nathan Jones, Segifili Asa Leausa and Josh Olden were best for the Power and Ben Young and Ben Eddy kicked two each.
Highly inaccurate Sale had a comfortable 74 point win over wooden spooners Warragul.

The Magpies kicked 12.20 making a total of 48.76 in their past five matches. Percentage could well be the factor when it comes to the team that gets a finals berth and the Magpies have not done their cause justice.
Warragul kicked one goal in the first term and it took until the last quarter to get their second.

Best for Sale were Lachlan Todd, Jamie Sweeney and Chris Laverty and Kane Martin kicked three goals while Matt Gray, Jason Hibbs and Brad Knott were named as Warragul’s better players.

This week there are two important games on Sunday with Traralgon playing Morwell and Drouin plays Moe. 

