Morwell had to dig deep to shake off a persistent Wonthaggi Power before getting the four premiership points that will keep them in the running for the double chance.
The Tigers still have a good chance to finish in second spot even though they could drop to third after this week’s round 17 matches.

With the bye this week Morwell will train three nights and starting tonight the team will be addressed by a qualified yoga teacher that coach Adrian Cox hopes will help improve certain aspects of their game.

Cox described Morwell’s first half as “shocking” as the Power started the game playing hard football and wanted the football more.

Wonthaggi Power led at the first two changes but after copping a blast from Cox at half time the Tigers rallied and opened up a winning lead but three late goals saw all the good work undone.

The Tigers accuracy in front of goals was deplorable kicking a combined 6.14 in the second and third quarters that allowed the Power to keep in touch.

After a stronger burst from Cox at the last change Morwell went away from the Power to score a 31 point win.

Jack Brown was excellent all day and was a tower of strength in the backline with his marking and on ground skills.

Liam Visser was good all day but was the only midfielder for the Tigers in the first half to be a winner.

Cox was impressed by first gamer Matt Royal who kicked two goals. He said Royal was cool, calm and collected and a player with balance and a good leap. “He has all the attributes of a good footballer.”
Other good players for the Tigers were Jimmy Dowling, Tim Ryan, Cox and Michael “Funky” Duncan.

The Power was best served by Paul Brosnan and Nat Jones while Josh Olden kept Lachlan Dowling in check. 
Cox is also pleased with the form of some of his reserves players. “They are putting on pressure to get a spot in the seniors and all potential premiership sides have depth and that is what we have at the moment.”

Maffra eliminated another serious challenger when it beat Leongatha by 49 points to remain 16 points clear at the top of the ladder with two rounds left to play.
There were no excuses for the Parrots as they tried hard but were not in the same class.

Leongatha were without their key full forward Dwayne Holt who was servicing a one week’s suspension after an incident in the Traralgon match.

In ideal conditions the Eagles quickly jumped to a 20 point lead in the first 10 minutes of the quarter with Hayden Burgiel in control across half back and Gary Jones getting plenty of possessions.

Maffra were handling the ball much cleaner than the pressurised Parrots and the Coleman brothers, Ben and Michael were controlling the midfield.

Veteran Parrot full back Paul le Page was doing a great job on Nick Horsford but the Eagles were going further ahead and led by 32 points at half time.
Leongatha came out a different side after the break but could not capitalize on their opportunities.

Maffra’s Brent Connelly was starting to win the ruck duels and pick up a few kicks around the ground.

After an even third term the Parrots gave it everything in the final term and were unlucky not to get a few early goals.

Half way through the final term Maffra put paid to the brave Leongatha effort and slammed on four goals in the space of five minutes to end the contest.

Everything the Eagles did in that short period of time hit the mark and showed why they are the team to beat for this year’s flag.

Best players for the Eagles were Ben and Michael Coleman, David Adams, Connelly, Kelvin Power, Daniel Stubbe and Jones who kicked four.
Colin Sanbrook was Leongatha’s best with le Page, Tom Dowd, Justin Sutherland, Matt Willcocks and Rhett Mc Lennan.

